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       Murray of Athol         Murray of Tullibardine 

 

CREST: On a Wreath Or and Sable a demi-savage Proper wreathed about the temples and waist 

with laurel, his arms extended and holding in the right hand a dagger, in the left a key all Proper 

 

MOTTO: Furth Fortune and Fill the Fetters 

(Go onward with fortune and fill the shackles (leg irons)) 

 

SEPTS: Balneaves, Dinsmore, Dunsmore, Fleming, Moray, Murrie, Murry, Neaves, Piper, 

Pyper, Smail, Smale, Small, Smeal, Spalding. Note that there are additional spelling variations of 

the above surnames. 

 

A SHORT HISTORY: 

The Murray’s trace their heritage back to the 12th Century and take their name from the great 

province of Moray, once a local kingdom. It was during this time that the Flemish lords crossed the 

North Sea and established themselves in the Scottish Rev 2/17 realm. Among them was Freskin, son 

of Ollec. Either Freskin or his son William intermarried with the ancient royal house of Moray. The 

senior line of the Murray’s took the surname of Sutherland and became Earls of Sutherland in 1235. 

Thereafter, the chiefs of the Murray’s were the Lords of Petty in Moray, who also became Lords of 

Bothwell in Clydesdale before 1253. An heir of this line, Sir Andrew Murray was the brilliant young 

general who, along with William Wallace, led the Scots in 1297 in their first uprising against the 

English conquerors. He was mortally wounded while winning his famous victory at Stirling Bridge. 

His son, Sir Andrew Murray, 4th Lord of Bothwell, 3rd Regent of Scotland, married Christian Bruce, 

a sister of King Robert the Bruce. He was captured at Roxburgh early in 1333 and was a prisoner in 

England at the time of the battle of Halidon Hill. He obtained his freedom in time to march to the 

relief of his wife, who was bravely defending Kildrummy Castle. Sir Andrew commenced with 

unabated spirit to struggle in the cause of independence and died in 1338. The last Murray Lord of 

Bothwell died in 1360 of the plague. 
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